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[image: image2.png]Interred at Mount Hope cemetery in Flossmoor, lllinois in the United States of America are the remains of a great man
who bequeathed to mankind a modernised version of all ancient religions which have shaped the history of man's
spiritand his transformation from an animal-life existence into one of noble, creative and helpful lfe.

By founding, establishing and nurturing the world's first service club movement, this great man carved for himself
a niche in the hearts of men and wrote his name across the pages of history in letters of gold

This man was none other than Melvin Jones, who during a useful life of eighty-two years - bor on January 13,
1879, died on June 1, 1961 - founded the mighty movement we call Lions Clubs International

Melvin's father, John Calvin Jones, was a Captain in the U.S. Army, which was still fighting the last battle with the Red
Indians. Melvin's childhood memories were of the sound of the army bugle and horses' hooves and of warring soldiers
continue to haunt his memory and when he grew up, he took a vow to strive for peace and goodwill among men.

Melvin Jones was educated by private tutors in Arizona and in public schools in Missouri. He attended high
schools in Kahoka and St. Louis, Missouri, and Union Business College in Quincy, lllinois. Later he studied law at
Caddok College, in Quincy.

At 21, he went to Chicago, entered the office of Johnson and Higgins, Insurance Brokers, and later went into
business, founding the Melvin Jones Insurance Agency...a business which he gave up in the early 1920s to devote at
his attentionto Lions International.

In 1939 he was awarded the National Merit of Carios Manual de Cespedes by the Cuban Government, the highest
award which can be made to a civilian not the head of his nation, and was later honoured by various other countries
with numerous awards and citations.

Lionism's Founder was also recognised as aleader outside the Association. One of his greatest honours was in 1945
when he represented Lions International as consultantin San Francisco at the organization of the United Nations.

Melvin married Rose Freeman in the year 1909. Mrs. Jones was one of the country's foremost golfer and the
President of the Women's Western Golf Association in 1938 and 1939, in which she remained active until her death in
June 1954.

Itis a noteworthy feature that he never became the President of Lions Clubs International. After his death the
post of Secretary-General was abolished as a tribute to his unique services.

In 1914, when he was Secretary of the business circle of Chicago, he began contacting independent clubs and
associations throughout the country, asking them to consider uniting and forming a service club association. On June
7, 1917 delegates representing these clubs met at the La Salle Hotel in Chicago and formed the International
Association of Lions Clubs later incorporated in the State of llionois (itis significant here to observe that it was at this
time that the divesting First World War ended to close a sordid chapter in mankind's history). Melvin Jones was
elected Secretary-General

The world wil long remember and the Lions will never forget the contribution of Melvin Jones, who created a creed
which was not out of tune with the modern materialistic world but which at the same time satisfied men's eteral
yearning for a spiritual life. Every year on January 13, the Lions round the world celebrate his birthday as special
meetings and our organization has designed the whole month of January as Melvin Jones Memorial Month of
Founders and Rededication month. The celebration does not stop even with paying of plaudits and homage to his
noble man who founded Lions International. It does not stop even with the honouring of founders of each the forty
three thousand clubs. It takes a more practical and concrete shape in the special emphasis we lay on the
development of membership during the month...and more than a million of our clansman strive hard to participate in
the revered memory of late Melvin Jones, the founder of the world's largest, most active and most representative
service clubmovement.

As of today, there are 1,440,215 Lion Members in 44,500 club in 735 Districts. These clubs are active in 185 countries
and geographical areas. Melvin Jones idea had developed into a worldwide expression of what individuals, properly
motivated, can do in providing unselfish service to the communities, their nations and their fellow-men.




